
Co-op Kudos
Happy International 
Credit Union Day on
Thursday, Oct. 19! This 
year's theme is "Dreams 
Thrive Here". 

Cooperative
Network
Calendar
Oct. 25: Federal Dairy 
Issues Forum, 
Rochester, Minn. 
Learn More...

Nov. 1-3: 20th Annual 
Farmer Cooperatives
Conference, St. Paul, 
Minn. 
Learn More...

Nov. 14-15: 
Cooperative Network 
Annual Meeting, St. 
Paul, Minn. 
Learn More...

Dec. 5: Co-op Directors 
Forum, Baraboo, Wis.  
Learn More...

Jan. 11-12: Minnesota 
Director's Workshop, 

Cooperative Network News
Happy National Co-op Month!

Regional & Federal
Dairy Farmers Health 
The National Farm Medicine Center, which talked about farm safety at
Cooperative Network's Dairy Plant and Field Reps Conference, has 
participated in a recent study on dairy farmers' health. The study was 
reported in Hoard's Dairyman. 

A collaborative effort between the National Farm Medicine Center and the 
Center for Human Genetics shows that the community of bacteria found 
on bodies of healthy dairy farmers is more diverse than non-farmers. This 
microbial diversity is believed to protect farmers against allergic and
autoimmune diseases. 

The study was conducted in central Wisconsin where samples were 
collected from the noses and mouths of the research participants: 21 
dairy farmers and 18 non-farmers working office-based jobs. Click here to 
read the full article and the study.

USDA processing pending CRP offers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced recently that it 
will process many pending eligible offers for land enrollment in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and it will temporarily suspend 
accepting most new offers until later in the 2018 fiscal year.

"All current, eligible CRP continuous enrollment offers made through Sept. 
30, 2017 – except for those made under the Pollinator Habitat Initiative 
(CP42) – will be approved," said Steven J. Peterson, Acting Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Administrator.

Signed into law by President Reagan in 1985, CRP is one of the largest 
private-lands conservation programs in the United States. Thanks to 



Morton, Minn. 
Learn More...

April 30 - May 1, 2018: 
SCH Conference, 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Link of the Week

Happy Energy Efficiency 
Month! Check out 
Wisconsin's Focus on
Energy website to learn 
more about cost effective 
energy efficiency and 
renewable energy
projects.

Do you have Co-op Kudos
you'd like to see included 
in Cooperative Network 
News? Or does someone 
you know want to
subscribe? Click here to 
let us know!

voluntary participation by farmers and landowners, CRP has improved 
water quality, reduced soil erosion and increased habitat for endangered 
and threatened species.

For more information about CRP, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov. 

Minnesota
Sen. Benson and Rep. Hoppe recognized by Cooperative Network 
for legislative advocacy
Two legislators were recently commended for their strong advocacy of 
Cooperative Network-led initiatives during the 2017 legislative session.
Receiving "Legislator of the Year" awards for their work in shepherding 
the Cooperative Network-led legislation allowing for the establishment of 
an agriculture cooperative health coverage option through the legislative 
process were Sen. Michelle Benson (R – Ham Lake) and Rep. Joe Hoppe 
(R – Chaska). During the first month of the 2017 legislative session, this 
legislation was signed into law by Gov. Mark Dayton. The agriculture 
cooperative health coverage option language was included on the heels of 
many discussions that were held between Cooperative Network, 
lawmakers and their staff over the course of several months leading up to 
enactment. Cooperative Network and its member-owners have worked 
diligently for many years to see a similar plan put into place. Legislation 
was passed in 2007, 2010 and 2013 to achieve a similar goal, however, 
regulatory obstacles have prevented it from coming to fruition. 
Cooperative Network remains grateful to Sen. Benson, Rep. Hoppe,
lawmakers, administration officials, staff and other stakeholders who 
have worked to advance this effort.

40 Square Cooperative Solutions to host meetings to discuss 
healthcare options in Owatonna, Fairmont, Marshall, Fairfax and 
New Ulm 
One of Cooperative Network's top priorities during the 2017 legislative 
session was to advance legislation allowing for the establishment of an
agriculture cooperative health coverage option. With the legislative goal 
having been realized in January, 40 Square Cooperative Solutions has 
begun the process of holding informational meetings for individuals to 
learn more about health plan options that will take effect beginning Jan. 
1, 2018. A host of successful meetings have already been held and the 
following meetings have been scheduled in the upcoming weeks:

Oct. 16, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. – Cabela's (upstairs meeting room), 
3900 Cabela Drive NW, Owatonna (hosted by Central Farm Service 
Cooperative) 
Oct. 18, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. – Holiday Inn (junction of I-90 and U.S.
Hwy. 15), 1201 Torgerson Drive, Fairmont (hosted by Central Farm 
Service Cooperative 
Oct. 23, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. – Marshall American Legion, 412 W. 
Main Street, Marshall (hosted by Co-op Association of Canby & 
Cottonwood Co-op Oil)
Oct. 24, 4 p.m. – Fairfax Community Center, 300 Park Street 
South, Fairfax (hosted by Central Region Cooperative) 
Oct. 24, 7 p.m. – New Ulm Community Center, 600 North German
Street, New Ulm (hosted by Farmers Co-op of Hanska & Central 
Region Cooperative)



Additional meetings throughout the state are currently being scheduled 
for the remainder of October and November. If you have any questions 
about options or upcoming meetings, please contact 40 Square Project 
Manager Char Vrieze at (507) 479-3724 or cvrieze@40square.coop. 

Cooperative Network participates in Agriculture Education
Listening Session at U of M
Last week, Cooperative Network participated in the 2017 Agriculture 
Education Listening Session at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
campus hosted by the Minnesota Agriculture Education Leadership Council 
(MAELC). This meeting offered Cooperative Network an opportunity to
provide input on the future of agriculture, food & natural resource 
education across Minnesota. Several sessions have already been held 
throughout the state and additional sessions are scheduled in Willmar, 
Crookston and Bemidji later this week. The goal of these gatherings is to 
help develop a shared vision and strategy for implementation within 
agricultural literacy, school-based agricultural education/FFA, post-
secondary education, teacher preparation, and farm business
management through 2025. 

Minnesota Credit Unions take part in CU Forward Day
Last Monday, Minnesota's credit unions participated in CU Forward Day to 
celebrate cooperative acts of kindness in their local communities. 
Coordinated by the Minnesota Credit Union Network, approximately 2,000 
employees dedicated over 12,000 volunteer hours in 80 communities 
impacting over 33,000 people. The featured events ranged from
preparing meals for homeless youth, outdoor clean up drives, hosting a 
children's book drive, and packing food for the less fortunate. "As not-for-
profit financial institutions, Minnesota's credit unions work every day to 
improve their members' financial lives," said Minnesota Credit Union 
Network President & CEO Mark Cummins. "And they also work for their 
communities. Not because they have to, but because service is a core 
element of the social mission of credit unions. The collaborative effort on 
CU Forward Day is a perfect example of credit unions fulfilling their 
'people helping people' philosophy." CU Forward Day, which was formerly 
known as Plus It Forward, is held annually on Columbus Day, which is a 
federal holiday that falls on the second Monday of October.

Nov. 1 implementation date approaches for buffer installations or 
filing of compliance waiver applications 
With the Nov. 1 deadline approaching, officials at the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture (MDA) recently reported buffer compliance on 
Minnesota's public waters has reached 94 percent. MDA encourages 
farmers and landowners to work with their Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCD's) if they are not unable to meet the Nov. 1 deadline to 
find a solution that works for them. The Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR) announced earlier this summer that several 
resources were available for landowners including funds to be distributed 
to SWCD's that are to be used for cost-sharing contracts with landowners 
to implement buffers or alternative practices on public waters and public 
drainage ditches. An additional resource is a website launched by BWSR 
with information on the law, where buffers apply, alternative practices, 
and information on how to obtain financial and technical assistance.
Compromise buffer legislation was agreed to by Gov. Mark Dayton and 
the GOP-led legislature during the 2017 session. The bill did not include a 
delay for implementing the buffer law, but a provision that provides an 
eight-month delay to the 2017 deadline. The language indicated that
landowners who file a compliance plan with their soil and water 



conservation districts by Nov. 1 of this year would be granted a 
conditional compliance waiver until July 1, 2018. Cooperative Network 
testified at a committee hearing last session with concerns regarding the 
buffer law. Our support for cost-sharing resources and alternative 
practices, as well as for maintaining and improving the quality of the 
state's waters, was duly noted. 

Official proclamations declaring October as "Co-op Month" in Minnesota, the 
U.S. and Wisconsin! 

Wisconsin
Senate Elections and Utilities committee holds hearing on Ch. 185 
revisions
On Thursday, Oct. 12, the Senate Committee on Elections and Utilities 
heard testimony for approximately three hours on SB 281 authored by 
Sen. Patrick Testin (R – Stevens Point). This legislation provides revisions 
and additions to the state statute governing cooperatives chartered in the
state of Wisconsin: Chapter 185. Sen. Testin and Rep. Gary Tauchen (R –
Bonduel), who authored the companion bill in the Assembly, began the 
testimony. Other speakers included Mike Lensmire of CliftonLarsonAllen
LLP, Scott Herrick with Herrick & Kasdorf Law Offices LLP, John Robison, 
Vice President and General Counsel at Foremost Farms USA, Bob Topel, 
Foremost Farms USA member and Cooperative Network board member, 
John Ruedinger, Cooperative Resources International board chair, Jim 
Hathaway, Dunn Energy Cooperative, Beata Wierzba of Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association and Cooperative Network government affairs 
staff. Lori Meinholz, Compeer Financial board member, and Dave
Swanson of Dorsey Whitney LLP submitted written testimony in support 
of the bill. To see a list of frequently asked questions about these 
revisions, click here. Additional information about the proposed bills and 
their benefits are available here and here.

Agricultural producer security council supports legislative
proposal
Meeting on Oct. 13, the Agricultural Producer Security (APS) Council 
voted 10-0 to support LRB 1572/2, a legislative draft proposal that would 
make changes to the APS statute 126. Among the provisions in the draft 
are the following:
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Allows a person who buys milk from a milk producer to enter into a 
contract to pay the producer for that milk up to approximately five
months after the person receives the milk. The deferred payment 
contract for milk must be in writing and comply with other 
requirements. The proposal requires DATCP to write rules that 
establish an additional license assessment that a milk producer
must pay for entering into a deferred payment contract, and 
requires a person who buys milk under such a contract to file and 
maintain security with DATCP in certain situations, until it is eligible 
to be released. The provision could provide an income tax benefit 
to milk producers in certain years. 
Combines the agricultural producer security fund balances 
attributable to grain dealers and to grain warehouse keepers into a 
single fund balance attributable to both. Adds together the 
threshold for the fund balance attributable to grain dealers and the
threshold for the fund balance attributable to grain warehouse 
keepers to create a single threshold for certain fee reductions for 
both grain dealers and grain warehouse keepers. 

It is expected that this draft legislation will soon be circulated and
introduced in the legislative session.

Featured Events

Register today! 

Cooperative Network Annual Meeting -
Nov. 14-15
The Cooperative Network annual meeting 
features co-op and industry speakers, 
networking opportunities, the Cooperative 
Builder Award banquet, silent and live 
auctions to support the association's political 
action committees, action on resolutions, as 
well as sector and at-large board elections for 
open seats. It is held in November each year 
for member cooperative managers, 
employees, and directors. Partner
organizations are also invited to attend
portions of the event.

More information and registration is available 
here.

Follow us: www.cooperativenetwork.coop

1 South Pinckney Street, Suite 810 | Madison, WI 53703  
145 University Avenue West, Suite 450 | St. Paul, MN 55103 

Click here to unsubscribe.



145 University Avenue West, Suite 450 | St. Paul, MN  55103


