
Legislative leaders gathered in St. Paul several times last month to discuss the 
prospects for a potential special session. Talks did not result in any agreements on 
a timeframe or on what issues could be considered. At separate press conferences 
after the hour-long meeting, Gov. Mark Dayton and House Speaker Kurt Daudt (R–
Crown) commented that both sides may have grown even further apart on special 
session conditions. 

The 2016 legislative session ended with three major pieces of legislation 
hanging in the balance—the tax, bonding, and transportation finance bills. Dayton 
indicated his parameters if he were to call a special session to address the vetoed tax 
bill and a reconstituted bonding bill that included transportation finance components. 
Daudt and Senate Minority Leader David Hann (R–Eden Prairie) said their caucuses 
could agree to several tax bill fixes, but they would not agree to Dayton’s other 
spending priorities. It is uncertain whether special session talks will resume.
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Leaders still at odds over potential special session

Photos added to stock collection for members

About 750 photos have been added to Cooperative Network's stock 
photography collection for members. The entire collection now contains nearly 
2,000 high-resolution photos and is provided as a Cooperative Network member 
benefit thanks to financial support from the CHS Foundation. Cooperative 
Network is grateful to Becketwood Cooperative, Wedge Community Co-op, 
Co-op Partners Warehouse, and Shared Ground Cooperative for their help 
coordinating and participating in the recent photo shoots.

The collection is at cooperativenetwork.smugmug.com. All member co-
op managers should have received an email July 5 with the password. Contact 
Jenny Bernhardt, jenny.bernhardt@cooperativenetwork.coop or (608) 258-4391, 
if you have trouble accessing the site.

—continued on back page—

Liebe voices farmer  
co-op concerns in DC
Cooperative Network President and 
CEO Tom Liebe attended the recent 
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives 
(NCFC) Conference in Washington, 
D.C., where he and fellow participants 
visited Wisconsin and Minnesota 
congressional offices.

Attendees urged public officials 
to direct the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) to halt 
enforcement related to its July 22, 2015, 
memo revising policy for retail facility 
exemptions under the process safety 
management (PSM) standard until 
a proper, public rulemaking process 
could take place. OSHA’s requirement 
would impact about 3,800 retailers and 
require significant human and capital 
investments, forcing many retailers to 
stop the sale of anhydrous ammonia 
and farmers to haul it much longer 
distances to their fields.

Attendees also urged Congress 
to pass the Protecting Workplace 
Advancement and Opportunity Act 
(H.R. 4773, S. 2707), which would halt 
the Department of Labor’s final rule on 
overtime exemptions and require the 
agency to conduct a comprehensive 
impact analysis of its effect on business, 
particularly rural enterprises.

Cooperative Network continues 
to remain engaged on these issues.

Grain elevator manlift rule repealed
The Department of Labor and Industry's 
(DOLI) proposed repeal of a Minnesota 
rule regarding hand-powered platform 
passenger-type manlifts was adopted June 
20. The repeal of the rule, which had been 
in place since 1979, brings Minnesota in 
line with similar regulation in Wisconsin, 
Iowa, North Dakota, and South Dakota. 

Cooperative Network testified 
and actively supported legislation that 
would have eliminated the requirement 
to have two suspension cables at least 

one-half inch in diameter for a grain 
elevator manual rope pull manlift during 
the 2015 and 2016 legislative sessions. 
Compromise language drafted last year 
was introduced as legislation this session 
by Rep. Paul Anderson (R–Starbuck) 
and Sen. Vicki Jensen (DFL–Owatonna). 
Cooperative Network learned that DOLI 
and Minnesota Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) were in 
support of eliminating the rule during a 
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July 20—Resolutions Committee 
Meeting, Eau Claire, Wis. 

July 21—Senior Cooperative Housing 
Council Meeting, Richfield, Minn.

Aug. 4—Federal Dairy Issues Forum, 
Onalaska, Wis.

Aug. 9—Electric Sector Meeting,  
St. Cloud, Minn.

Aug. 11—Dairy Committee Meeting, 
Baldwin, Wis.

Sept. 7—Farm Supply, Grain, and Fuel 
Committee Meeting, Brainerd, Minn.

Sept. 21—Minnesota Credit Issues 
Conference, St. Cloud, Minn.

Nov. 14–16—Cooperative Network 
Annual Meeting, Stevens Point, Wis.

For more information about these events, call (651) 228-
0213 or go to www.cooperativenetwork.coop.

Co-op Calendar

Congressman Emmer to headline electric sector event
Cooperative Network’s Minnesota electric 
sector will hear from Congressman Tom 
Emmer at its gathering Aug. 9 at the 

Best Western Kelly 
Inn in St.  Cloud. 
Sharing the venue 
with the 21st annual 
Minneso ta  Rura l 
Electric Association 
Energy Issues Summit, 
the meeting will 
take place between 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. A 
full agenda will be emailed as the event 
draws near. The meeting is no cost to 
Cooperative Network members and $50 for 
nonmembers. Those planning to attend are 
asked to please RSVP to Patrick Murray at 
patrick.murray@cooperativenetwork.coop.

Rural broadband receives $35 million boost
The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 
will begin taking grant applications July 22 for broadband infrastructure expansion 
projects. The newly available $35 million was approved by the Legislature during 
this year's session. This funding, as well as regulatory reforms of the fund, were 
among the Cooperative Network-supported provisions included in the supplemental 
appropriations bill. 

DEED will award grants up to 50 percent of project development costs in 
unserved and underserved areas of the state, with a maximum of $5 million per grant. 
With the new funding, $5 million is earmarked for underserved areas of the state and 
$500,000 for projects to expand the availability of broadband in low-income areas. 

Cooperative Network’s Electric Sector Committee heard from lawmakers and 
key agency officials earlier this year in St. Paul on the topic of broadband access in 
Minnesota. Sen. Matt Schmit (DFL–Red Wing) and Rep. Dave Baker (R–Willmar) 
provided insight on pieces of legislation they had authored to modify the state's 
broadband grant program and allocate additional dollars to the state's border-to-
border fund. Danna MacKenzie and Jane Leonard from the Office of Broadband 
Development, a division of DEED created by legislation signed into law during the 
2013 legislative session, also participated in the event. Since its inception, DEED 
has awarded $30.4 million to 32 broadband projects in Minnesota. The new round of 
funding brings the state’s total investment to $65.4 million.

DEED will accept grant applications through Oct. 3. Details are available at 
mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/grant-program. 

Rep. Tom Emmer

August 4
Federal Dairy Issues Forum
Learn how the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, 2018 Farm Bill, and 
immigration reform may affect 
your cooperative and members 
at Cooperative Network’s Federal 
Dairy Issues Forum, Aug. 4, 
at the Stoney Creek Hotel and 
Conference Center in Onalaska, 
Wisconsin. Registration ends  
Aug. 1. Details are online at  
bit.ly/2016FDIF.

September 21
Minnesota Credit  
Issues Conference
Hear the latest on credit-related 
issues and how they affect your 
cooperative and members. Credit 
unions, Farm Credit, farm supply, 
livestock, genetics, and fuel 
cooperatives are encouraged 
to attend the event at the Best 
Western Plus Kelly Inn in St. Cloud. 
Registration opens soon. Details will 
be sent via email and available at 
cooperativenetwork.coop.

Upcoming EventsNew state laws in effect July 1
A host of new laws passed during the 2016 legislative session went into effect July 
1. Among them were several Cooperative Network-supported provisions in the 
supplemental appropriations bill, including $35 million for the expansion of the 
border-to-border broadband fund (see “Rural broadband receives $35 million boost”) 
and $250,000 for the tractor rollover protection pilot program. 

A complete summary of all laws passed this session is available from the House 
Public Information Services Office at www.house.leg.state.mn.us/newlaws/#/
search/2016.

Manlift regulation —continued from front page—

meeting with agency officials and other 
stakeholders to discuss the compromise 
language.

With the repeal adopted, manual rope 
pull manlifts are expected to fall under 
federal OSHA rules. Since there are no 

specific federal regulations covering manual 
rope pull manlifts, any violations would 
likely be covered under OSHA’s General 
Duty Clause. The only specific OSHA 
regulations in this area are for electric and 
continuous belt manlifts. 
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